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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Ij»u»d  in  th«  in»8r©a»  of  corn-borer  control  conducted  by  the  United  Staios  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
cooperation  with  the  State  dnpartmenta  of  agriculture  and  State  agricultural  colleges  in  New  York, 

Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Indiana. 


Uo.  5  Washington,  D.O.  April  29,  1927 


AY  1  IvIABKS  TIIE  DATS  when  tlis  roesailatory  forces  will  begin  the 
v.'ork  of  cleaaiins  up  fams  that  have  not  "been  taken  care  of  by 
the  o''/ners  or  tenants.  Field  reports  of  coiznty  extension 
agents  and  co-unty  corn-borer  supervisors  indicate  that  most  of 
the  fariTiers  are  cooperating  to  the  best  of  their  ability  and 
taking  a  keen  interest  in  their  v/ork.  Long-continued  rains 
have  delayed  the  clean-up  in  sone  of  the  States,  but  every 
fine  day  the  air  has  been  full  of  smoke  froiu  the  burning  cornstalks,  and 
everywhere  farmers  were  to  be  seen  plowin,:^  their  fields. 

In  Jlichigan  it  is  difficult  to  find  ai-i;:  fields    of  com  of  ap- 
preciable size  where  the  clean-up  work  has  not  been  stp.rted,  and  most  corn- 
fields are  alreadj*-  plowed  and  in  good  condition.         V/ith  very  little  hand 
picking  these  fields  will  pass  inspection.    Last  reports  froi.i  Pennsylvania 
and  Indiana  indicated  that  a  E;atisfactory  cloan-up  conoid  be  expected  before 
Lfey  1  in  those  States,        In  I'Tew  York    the  cleaxi-up    area  includes     20,  000 
acres  of  Indian  lane".      In  t'le  Indian  reservation    the  work    is  well  under 
way,  v/ith  15  tractors  and  plov/s  in  operation,  and  will    be  satisfactorily 
completed  by  llay  1,      Ohio  farmers  have  had  an  especially  difficult  prob- 
lem v/here  oats  had  been  pla.nted  on  stubble  and  in  the  v/inter~v;heat  area. 
The  clean-up  on  this  land  has  been  a  heavy  task  and  was  further  complicated 
by  frequent  rain.      The  outsti^nding  need  for  labor  has    been  met    to  some 
extent  by  the  importation  of  Mexican  labor  for  the    necessary  hand  cutting 
and  picking,    Ev3n  with  these  handicaps,  Ohio  promises  to  make  a  good  rec- 
ord before  the  clean-up  forces  of  the  Govemnicnt  begin  work  in  earnest. 
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Only  45  da,ys  have  elapsed  since  the  launching  of  the  campaign, 
£Lnd  during  this  time  practically  all  of  the  300,000  farmers  involved  have 
heard  the  story  of  the  corn  borer,  have  learned  the  coirbrol  regulations, 
and  are  now  making  a  satisfactory  clean-up.      At  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign only  about  15  per  cent  of  these  farmers  understood  the  habits  of  the 
borer  and  how  to  control  it.    This  accomplishment  has  been  made  possible 
by  the  vigor  and  energy  of  the  Ainerican  farmer  who,  v/hen  he  sets  out  to  do 
a  thing,  does  it. 

The  job  of  getting  the  message  across  to  the  farmer  v/as  done 
through  the  extension  organization  in  the  S-^ates  and  counties  in  which  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agricxilture  and  the  State  agricultural  colleges 
cooperate.    Tlie  plan  of  holding  demonstrations  in  every  county  and  at  least 
four  demonstrations  in  each  township  has  been  carried  out.    Meetings,  per- 
sonal visits,  and  every  other  means  at  the  extension  agents'  command  have 
been  used,  supplemented  by  an  active  information  service  handled  by  the 
State  agriculture  college  editors,  cooperating  with  the  State  departments 
of  agriculture  and  the  Federal  departraent . 

EQUIPMENT  Equipment  units,  comprising  a  stubble  beater  and  tractor  to 

TO  THE  FPlOIIT      draw  it,  are  still  being  rashed  to  the  field  as  rapidly  as 

possible  from  the  various  supply  stations,  that  they  may 
be  made  available  to  the  farmer  in  making  his  clean-up.      In  PerJisylvania 
and  New  York,  100  such  units  have  already  gone  out  to  the  counties  in  the 
control  area,  reports  H.  N.  Bartley,  in  charge  of  the  regulatory  work  in 
these  two  States. 

In  Ohio  an  effort  is  being  made  to  divert  as  much  machinery  as 
possible  to  the  stubble  in  wheat  sections  of  the  corn-borer  area  where 
need  is  urgent  for  the  earliest  possible  clean-up,  as  the  v/heat  in  a  very 
short  time  will  be  too  far  advanced  for  the  efficient  use  of  the  clean-up 
machinery.  Equipment  from  other  parts  of  the  control  area  where  the  work 
is  nearing  completion  is  being  sent  to  these  north  central  cou:ities  to  be 
returned  later. 

INSTRUCTIONS         Supervisors  in  charge  of  the  re,gulatory  v/ork  in  the  three 
TO  SUPZRVISORS      Ne\7  York  counties  included  in  the  control  area  met  with 
H.  N,  Bartley  on  Wednesday,  April  20,  to  discuss  special 
field  problems  and  to  receive  instructions  on  their  responsibilities  and 
duties  in  the  corn-borer  control  campaign.    Those  in  attendance  v/ere  Harry 
V,  Hotchkin,  supervisor    in  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  counties,  Leland 
"./olfe,  supervisor  in  3rie  Coijjity,  and  John  S.  Stockbridge  in  charge  of  the 
regulatory  work  in  the  State. 

PerJisylvania  supervisors  met  at  regional  headquarters  in  Erie 
on  Thursday,  April  21.    H.  N,  Bartley  explained  the  regulations  under  which 
they  were  to  work  and  discussed  problems  of  inspection  and  clean-up  with 
them.  The    following     men    have    been  appointed  supervisors 
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in  Pennsylvania;        A.  Wrijht,  district  supervisor  in  Ilcrccr,  Bcavor, Butler, 
rjad  Lav/renco  cotmtics;  Frr^nJc  D.  Honr^,  l'v.tlcr  County;  Jolm  C-.  CruiVil),  Cr<?.v/- 
ford  County;  Howard  G.  Eismr.n,  lirio  County;  Alexander  H.  Fullcrton, Lr.v/rcncG 
County;  Joseph  A.  I.IcEllicjicy,  Venango  County;  and  V/illiston  P.  Wood,  Warren 
County. 

In  Pennsylvania,  C.  G.  Jordan,  secretary  of  the  State  department 
of  agriculture,  took  the  field  himself  and  spoke  in  each  of  the  ei{;ht  coun- 
ties in  the  clean-up  area  at  a  series  of  meetings  which  were  larg'ely  attend- 
ed "by  farmers.     He  explained  the  control  measures  .:-nd  indicated  the  part  to 
"be  liandlcd  "by  the  rc^ialatory  workers  and  that  to  "be  handled  by  the  education- 
al forces.    Ke  v/as  accompanied  by  E,  G,  Eressler,  deputy  secretary,  and  I.I.  S, 
KcDowcll  of  the  State  extension  division. 


pRoc-iass  iiEPORTs  li:  the  counties 

OHIO      Paulding,  Van  "wert ,  and  \7il linns  counties  report  splendid  progress 

and  hearty  cooperation  of  farmers.      Seeding  is  in  progress  in  5yi_ton 
County,  but  farmers  express  a  willingness  to  pick  by  hand  later  and  make  a 
clean  job.     It  looks  like  a  100  per  cent  voluntary  clean-xip  there.  Ottawa 
County  reports  25  tractor  units  at  work  and  the  campaign  progressing  vorj'- 
satisfactorily.    Ashtabula  County  farmers  arc  clamoring  for  service  of  trac- 
tors for  clean-up  in  order  to  begin  seeding. 

MICHIGAN      The  supervisor  in  Lapeer  County  states  that  so  far  as  lie  knows 
only  t\.'o  farmers  in  the  covmt3r  are  making  any  objection  to  the 
clean-up,  and  he  expects  on  almost  100  per  cent  clcan-up  by  Ilay  1.  The 
only  exceptions  are  small  pieces  of  land  for  which  there  is  no  one  locally 
responsible  cuid  which  v/ill  be  cleaned  up  by  the  regxilatory  forces. 

The  county  agent  in  Genesee  Couiity  believes  that  the  clean-up  in 
that  county  v;ill  be  nearly  100  per  cent  by  j.Iay  1.     In  the  first  286  reports 
coining  in,  only  one  man  made  an;>^  objection  to  the  clean-up.  Some  land  around 
Flint  which  has  been  subdivided  for  city  lots  v/ill  have  to  be  cleaned  up, 
but  it  is  not  expected  that  an;/-  clcan-up  \/ork  will  have  to  be  done  for  the 
farmers  themselves  in  the  compulsory  clean-up. 

Supervisors  in  I.Ionroc,  Livingston,  Genesee,  Wayne ,  and  Ilacomb 
counties  report  that  far;iers  are  intensely  intercst~od  TrTThe  clean-up  and 
are  making  a  hearty  response  in  getting  the  work  done.      jlij.lsdale  County 
reports  very  unfavorable  weather  but  every  one  doing  his  part  in  the  cam- 
paign.   Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  farmers  will  do  their  best  to  clean  up 
by  liT^r  1.    Calho-'an  County  reports  10  tractors  and  10  stubble  beaters  at 
work.    Farmers  are  interested,  and  no  opposition  has  been  shown.  Tlie 
county  supervisor  in  Jackson  Coimty  tells  of  one  farmer  who  ccxie  10  miles 
to  the  freight  office  before  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  receive  a  stubble 
rake  in  order  that  he  might  get  to  work  at  once  on  the  clean-up  of  his  farm. 
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"WHY  IiA.VSlJ'T  Y/E  FABIiERS  SE3N  TKSSE  BOHEES?" 
(From  Fort  ''■arrne  Fev/s-Sentinel,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  ) 

haven't  v/e  farmers  seen  these  "borers?''  is  a  question  that 
lias  heon  mouthed,  hashed,  and  riL"nored  ahout  over  the  entire  district, 
"i'he  most  of  us  wouldn't  know  a  horer  if  the  hill  it  v.as  in  v/as  staked 
out  for  us,"  said  F.  A.  Jerilcins,  of  De  Kalh  Coimt;-,  who  operates  240 
acres.     "Last  fall  the,-"-  caiue  dovm  to  rny  farm  and  reported  that  they  had 
found  three  corn  "borers,''  said  Jen]:ins,  "and  I  just  said,  'Huhl  To  "blazes 
with,  tlie  corn  "borer.'     Later  they  cajne  back  and  said  they  had  found  50 
i.iore,  and  they  staked  tlie  hills  in  which  they  found  them.  And  would  it 
"be  all  ri5-ht  with  rae  if  they  had  a  dei/ionstration  on  rny  farm  in  another 
v.^eek? 

"I  £'avo  Ills'-  consent  to  have  the  de-monstration,  "but  in  the  mean- 
time I  thought  I'd  {^0  dovm  and  take  a  look  at  the  marked  hills  myself, 
llie  first  one  I  cane  to  I  looked  it  over,  I  thought  pretty  carefully,  hut 
nothin{j  could  I  find.     Then  I  went  to  another  one  and  after  looking  it 
over  a'bout  five  minutes  I  found  what  looked  like  a  shot  liole  about  a  foot 
and  Q  half  from  the  grouaid.    Then  I  returned  to  the  first  hill  and  found 
the  holes  there.    The  day  of  the  demonstration  they  crine  out,  cut  the 
stalks  dov/n,  and  found  the  corn  borers.     Later  1  \7ent  to  Canada  and  saw 
the  fields  there,  and  v;hiie  I  was  an  awful  knocker  v/hen  they  first  found 
corn  borers  on  my  farm  and  regarded  it  as  a  machinery  graft,  there's  no 
use  of  talking,  men,  v/e  will  either  hr,ve  to  clean  up  or  be  cleaned  out." 

BOFiES      The  latest  inform.ation  on  cleaning  up  the  corn  borer  by  plov/- 
BULLETIi'T       ing  is  given  in  the  new  Michigan  corn-borer  bulletin  no'^'i  vecAj 
for  distribution.    The  bulletin  is  entitled  ''Plowing  for  Euro- 
pean Corn-Lorer  Control,''  a.nd  is  by  H.  H.  Tvtusselman,  head  of  the  engineer- 
ing department,  Michigan ■ State  Agricultural  College.     It  tells  how  to  ad- 
just ordinar;/  farm  machinery  for  use  in  borer  control  and  tlioroughly  dis- 
cusses the  use  of  trash  v/ires  or  chain,  preparation  for  plowing,  and  the 
fi?ial  clean-up.    Tlie  pv.blica,tion  is  Michigan  Extension  Bulletin  No.  55. 

OUTSIDE  THE       States  rjid  counties  outside  of  the  control  area  are  taking 
COivTEOL  A?-EA     meafjvires  to  keep  the  borer  out  of  their  territory.  West 
''/irginia  farmers  are  being  urged  to  take  every  precaution 
to  prevent  the  "borer's  spread,  and  three  northern  counties  ha,ve  already 
been  placed  ujider  quarantine.    The  State  legislature  of  lov/a  has  appro- 
priated '^SOOyOOO  for  research  work  to  stop  the  borer,      Indiana  farmers 
in  the  nortliern  part  of  the  State  have  offered  to  clean  up  their  corn- 
stalks on  the  chance  that  there  might  be  some  borers,  and  Pennsylvania 
co^onties  outside  the  control  area  have  organized  corn-boror  protection 
clubs.    One  county  in  Illinois  discovered  the  borer,  and  the  State  took 
imnediatc  measures  to  starij)  it  out. 
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MAYORS  ISSUE  In  Indiana  the  mayor  of  each  city  in  the  control  area  has 
PROG  LAI- lAT  IONS  issued  a  proclamation  urging  the  clean-up  of  all  cit.y  [-;ar- 
dens  "before  Liay  1  and  emphasizinj^-  the  necessity  of  a  thor- 
ough clean-up  of  all  t^arden  corn  patches.  To  each  of  the  mayors  of  the  153 
cities  of  more  than  5,000  inhahitants  in  the  control  ?.rea,  a  letter  has 
"been  sent  telling  of  the  control  regulations  and  requesting  their  coopera- 
tion in  the  caiq)aign, 

Tlie  fire  of  the  fight  against  the  corn  borer  can  now  he  seen  in 
city  and  village  gardens  where  small  gardeners  are  diligently  cleaning  out 
the  corn  horer.    Not  only  the  small  corn  pa'"ches  hut  corn  refuse  around 
canning  factories,  hroom  factories,  and  other  process  agencies  comes  under 
the  regulations  and  is  rapidly  heing  cleaned  up  for  the  inspection  on  I.iay  1 

DEPAR'B.iEi^iT  "Spread  and  Infestation  by  the  European  Corn  Borer  Tearing  1926 
CIRCULAR         "by  L.H.Worthley ,  Administrator  in  Corn-Borer  Control,  and  D.J. 

Caffrejr,  Entomologist,  Bureau  of  Entomology,  has  heen  issued 
by  the  U.S. Department  of  Agriculture.    The  circular  "is  intended  to  inform 
corn  growers  concerning  the  deta,ils  of  the  situation  and  to  recommend  con- 
trol procedure  for  the  spring  work,  particularly  in  areas  where  the  corn 
horer  nay  he  expected  to  increase  in  1827  unless  such  control  practices  are 
adopted  universally."       The  puhlication  is  loiown  as  Miscellaneous  Circular 
No.  104. 


Uncle  Ah  says  it's  getting  so  that  the  village 
pest  v/ho  insists  on  telling  his  troubles  is  now 
known  as  the  corn  borer. 
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